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HORIZON 2020 POLICY SUPPORT FACILITY
SPECIFIC SUPPORT TO MALTA 

The PSF Specific Support to Malta aims to provide external advice and 
operational recommendations on an Open Access policy to the country’s 
authorities. The objective is to enable Malta to adopt a timely and effective 
path towards achieving European goals related to Open Access and 
bridging the gap with other leading Member States in this area. 

• Define the vision, goals and scope of the national Open Access policy.

• Clarify the requirements for implementing the Open Access policy,
including the required infrastructure and resources to support it and
ensure timely compliance.

The European landscape in the area of Open Access is rapidly evolving, 
with new developments in the relevant policy areas: such as the objective 
for Member States to have Open Access as the default option by 2020, and 
the recent advances on the European Open Science Cloud. Following the 
example of several Member States that have achieved significant progress 
in the area of Open Access Policy, Maltese authorities acknowledge the 
need for Malta to catch up in this regard in order to be at par with ongoing 
developments. To fulfil its commitment regarding the European objectives 
in this area, and taking into account the very particular country context, 
Malta requires specific expertise to assist it in developing a tailor-made 
Open Access policy within the set timeframe.

The following focus areas are specified: 

JULY 2019 > MARCH 2020

Research and
Innovation
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July 2019 

October 2019  

December 2019 

March/April 2020

CHAIR
Niels Stern
Denmark  
Royal Danish Library 

RAPPORTEUR 

Daniel Spichtinger
Austria
Independent consultant 

EXPERTS
Robert van der Vooren
The Netherlands
Radboud University

Natalia Manola 
Greece 
OpernAIRE

Project manager Andrea Grisilla
Belgium
Technopolis Group

EC RTD coordinators

Petra Kennedy

Directorate General for Research and Innovation
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1st Country visit to Malta

2nd Country visit to Malta 

Final Dissemination event in Malta
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