
R&D intensity (total R&D spending as % of GDP)

INVESTMENT IN R&D

Public-performed R&D financed by business 
as % of GDP (2013)

STRENGTHS OF R&I SYSTEM

KEY CHALLENGES

RECOMMENDATIONS

2016 EUROPEAN SEMESTER - COUNTRY SPECIFIC RECOMMENDATION

HORIZON 2020 POLICY SUPPORT FACILITY ACTIVITIES

Denmark has participated in two Mutual Learning Exercises: 

1. Evaluation of business R&D funding schemes 
2.  Alignment and interoperability of research programmes 

(phase I: national coordination) 

Incentivise cooperation between businesses and universities

R&D SPENDING

Denmark ranks at the top of the EU in terms of both public and private R&D 
investment – and is the only Member State that has already reached its national R&D 
intensity target

Boosting innovation for higher productivity growth

Multifactor productivity, annual change (%) Real labour productivity: GDP per hour worked
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Low productivity growth may reflect the existence of barriers to the efficient 
circulation of knowledge

BUSINESS SUPPORT FOR PUBLIC R&D

Excellent scientific outputs are not fully 
translated into innovation…

… because of sub-optimal public-private 
cooperation

QUALITY OF RESEARCH SYSTEM

% of scientific publications that are highly cited (top 10%) in other publications (2013)

The strong Danish public science base produces high-quality scientific output

Cy
pr

us

 Ir
ela

nd

 Lu
xe

mbo
ur

g

 Sw
ed

en

 U
nit

ed
 K

ing
do

m

 D
en

mar
k

 N
et

he
rla

nd
s

 Fi
nla

nd

 Es
to

nia

 Fr
an

ce

 Po
lan

d

 B
elg

ium

 Sl
ov

en
ia

 Sp
ain

 La
tv

ia

Lit
hu

an
ia

 G
re

ec
e

 A
us

tri
a

 H
un

ga
ry

 B
ulg

ar
ia

 G
er

man
y

 Cr
oa

tia

 Po
rtu

ga
l

 Cz
ec

h R
ep

ub
lic

 Sl
ov

ak
ia

 M
alt

a

 Ro
man

ia
 It

aly

 EU
 av

er
ag

e

0

10

5

15
10.5

13.3

Share of new graduates (per thousand aged 25-34)  
in science and engineering (2014)
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% 30-34-year olds who have graduated  
from tertiary education (2015)
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SCIENCE & ENGINEERING SKILLSTERTIARY EDUCATION 

The availability of highly skilled professionals is an added value for the R&I system
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INNOVATION IN SMES
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https://rio.jrc.ec.europa.eu/en/country-analysis     
http://ec.europa.eu/research/horizon2020/index_en.cfm?pg=country-profiles

Research and
Innovation


