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The Ministry: Economy, Industry and Competitiveness
(former Ministry: Economy and Competitiveness, MINECO)

Where are we?

The Secretary of State of Research, Development and Innovation (SEIDI) 
assumes the responsibility for fostering research and innovation, and the 

management of international relations in this area and the Spanish 
representation in programs and international organizations and the EU.
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The Spanish commitment to ERA is seen in the goals and measures incorporated 
under the Spanish Law of Science, Technology and Innovation (The Law, 
hereinafter), adopted in 2011 with a broad parliamentary consensus.

The European Research Area Roadmap 2015-2020 Top action priorities includes 
as priority 1 (out of 7): Effective National Research Systems 

by Strengthening the evaluation of research and innovation policies
and seeking complementarities between, and rationalisation of, instruments at 
EU and national levels.

Spain and the European Research Area. 

Strategy aligned with ERA: Spanish ERA Roadmap 

National State Plan: Programs/subprograms

Annual plan (€)- Terms and Conditions order and Calls

Spanish Science Law (2011)
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Strategic Framework and Guiding Principles for the Spanish ERA 
Roadmap 2016-2020

n The Spanish Strategy of Science, Technology and Innovation 2013-2020 
provides the framework for the SPANISH ROADMAP FOR THE ERA 
DEVELOPMENT 2016-2020 with a shared vision with Europe2020 
Strategy, the Innovation Union Flagship and the H2020 enabling funding 
instruments for achieving strategic objectives.

n The Strategy is the context for the mid-to-long term planning of RDI 
policies for the State Administration and the Regions. It contains specific 
measures to promote the development of ERA in its core principles and in its 
crosscutting priorities.

In summary, both the Law and the Strategy contain principles and 
measures that contribute towards the consolidation of ERA. 

The Spanish ERA Roadmap objective is to identify and prioritise the 
activities to be promoted during 2016-2020 that contribute to the 
effectiveness of the Spanish System of Science, Technology and 

Innovation.
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Spanish ERA Roadmap 2016-2020

n The activities of the Spanish ERA Roadmap are distributed 
along the ERA priorities. They are the outcome of a 
throughout diagnosis and analysis of the national situation, 

n PRIORITY 1 of the Spanish ERA Roadmap 2016-2020
IMPROVING THE EFFICIENCY OF THE SPANISH SYSTEM 

OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION 
Six areas of action are identified with the objective to increase
the efficiency of the Spanish System of STI and related to the
identified weaknesses.

and many of them have been incorporated in the new State
Plan of Scientific and Technical Research 2017-2020, recently
approved by the Council of Ministers (29/12/2917).
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Spanish ERA Roadmap 2016-2020: 
Improving Efficiency through SoE

PROMOTION OF SPANISH RESEARCH GROUPS AND COMPANIES IN H2020 is one of the 
areas of action:

Ø To support the participation of agents in H2020 by raising the collaboration between public 
and private agents, promoting the openness of the System, to execute projects with a 
European added value, to raise the efficiency and alignment among the national and 
European funding sources contributing towards the ERA strengthening.

We are consolidating schemes similar to the “Seal of Excellence” and that are associated to the 
H2020 calls, by recognising and fund  applicants that have passed the international evaluation 

threshold, but have not been supported due to the lack of availability of funds.

n IMPACT OF RDI PUBLIC INVESTMENT AND POLICY COORDINATION BETWEEN THE 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT AND THE REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS
Ø The model of governance referred in the Law and the establishment of the Council of STI 

Policy, its Executive Committee, facilitates this State RDI coordination. However, improving 
public investment impact and efficiency still requires a framework and tools that facilitate 
collaboration and joint programming between the state and the regions, and optimise
the use of available funds, including Structural and Finance Funds from Europe.

We need to prioritize and foster the «Seal of Excellence» between the regions for all those calls 
from the State Administration that allow it, such as in RDI projects. 
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Spanish National Plan for Scientific and Technical 
Research and Innovation for 2017-2020

While the Strategy defines the main objectives, the Plan 
defines the funding instruments on the RDI activities. 

The Plan continues to show the Strategy´s areas of 
action in order to gain efficiency and effectiveness of the 
system:

n The  Management and governance of the Plan include 
this prioritization by strategically aligning the actions 
included in the Plan with the sectorial at EU, National 
and regional level.

n The need to the design of actions that allow the use 
and foster the impact of public funds including the
including Structural and Finance Funds from the EU. 
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Spanish National Plan for Scientific and Technical 
Research and Innovation for 2017-2020

n In detail, the objectives of the new State Plan 
include Objective 6 that refers to the
coordination, synergy and implementation of 
efficent RDI policies and funding at Regional, 
National and European Level.

n We need to prioritize and foster the «Seal of 
Excellence» to applicants to H2020 calls in the 
quality threshold interval to receive funding and 
between the regions for all those calls from 
the State Administration that allow it, such as 
in RDI projects, taking into account the objective 
of the regional RDI policies and their RIS3.
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Spanish National Plan for Scientific and Technical 
Research and Innovation for 2017-2020

n The Plan is instrumentalised in 4 
different programs and subprograms
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State Plan toolbox: Dinamization actions

n The Dinamization actions are grants whose primary
objective is to foster aspects that contribute to reach the
objectives of the State Plan. The design and duration of
these actions are flexible.

n These actions are crucial to enhance the internationalization
of the Spanish System of RDI and its agents and to
contribute to the consolidations of the ERA.

Funding threshold due to 
H2020 budget availability

Quality threshold:
Meriting 
funding

Rejected: not 
ready for funding

Funded
n The idea behind these Dinamization

actions linked to SoE is to offer a 
gateway to applicants to the Horizon 
2020 Programme that, despite of 
meeting all the stringent thresholds of 
the calls, they were not be funded due to 
the lack of available budget.
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«EUROPA EXCELENCIA» (funded by the State Research
Agency)

«HORIZONTE PYME» (funded by the CDTI, previously
implemented by the DG Innovation and 
Competitiveness of the SEIDI)

Dinamization actions
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Funding Phase 1 to 
Spanish SMEs by SoE

Dinamization actions: Horizonte PYME
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Dinamization actions: Horizonte PYME

n «HORIZONTE PYME» (Centro para el Desarrollo  Tecnológico 
Industrial). 

n The HPYME SoE offers a clear added value to national and regional 
authorities as a reliable selection of promising companies with 
international ambition, meriting an European funding but unable to 
achieve it, but still worth to be supported. 

n These grants have been positively evaluated (marked over 13) by
the EC in their SME instrument calls (H2020 2015, 2016 and 2017) 
but not funded.

n Limited for the phase 1, Spain has been able to launch at 3 national 
calls channelled through the “de minimis” regime (<200.000€). 

n The HPYME grants goes up to between 40-90k€ and fund viability 
studies including business plans.  
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HPYME: Regulatory Framework

200.000 Euros in 3 fiscal years

100.000 Euros for the road
transport sector
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Regulatory framework: COMMISSION 
REGULATION (EU) No 1407/2013 minimis

General conditions:
• Aid must be within the Scope of the Regulation 
(Article 1)
• Maximum amounts detailed in Article 3:
• EUR 200,000 – general maximum
• EUR 100,000 - transport
• Amount must be expressed as a Gross Grant 
Equivalent (Article 4)
• Must comply with cumulation rules set out in 
Article 5
• Member State obliged to grant new de minimis aid 
only after having checked that this will not raise the 
total amount of de minimis aid above the ceiling and 
that all other conditions laid down in Regulation are 



17

Regulatory Framework: Terms and 
conditions order
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Regulatory FrameworK: Evaluation criteria
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Regulatory Framework: Call
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1. Considered SMEs
2. Applicant to the EU 

H2020 SME Instrument
3. ESR over 12 points
4. Not funded

Regulatory Framework: Call
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Regulatory Framework: Call

The sector of the Company's activity, according to the national classification of economical 
Activity (CNAE) which is included in the application in HPYME and crosschecked with the 
minimis regulation.
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Phase	2	EU	SME	Instrument
Granted Status Invested	HPYME	calls Applications	per	HPYME* Obtained*

Horizonte	PYME	2015 end	2015	 ongoing	2016 8.6M€ 1>		per	HPYME	grant 11.6M€.
Horizonte	PYME	2016 march	2016 ongoing 3.3M€ 0-1 1.99M€
Horizonte	PYME	2017 2017 ongoing 3,5M€ 0
LEIT	ICT;		LEIT	NMPB;		LEIT	Biotec;		SC1	Health;	SC2	Bioeconomy;		SC3	Energy;		SC4	TRS;	SC5	ECO;	SC6;	SC7	Security;	eHEALTH;	BIOTEC
*	As	of	January	2018

Dinamization actions: Horizonte PYME
Plan Estatal de Investigación Científica y Técnica y de Innovación 
2013-2016

PROGRAMA ESTATAL DE IMPULSO AL LIDERAZGO EMPRESARIAL EN 
I+D+I Acciones de dinamización. “Horizonte PYME"
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Dinamization actions: Europa Excelencia

n «EUROPA EXCELENCIA» (funded by the Agencia 
Estatal de Investigación)

n These grants allow former applicants of the ERC 
Starting and Consolidator Grant that were shortlisted, 
A-ranked, but not funded due to the lack of funds. 
These young PIs would be receiving up to 100.000€ 
per grant and 1 year of duration.

n These grants have been proved to help strengthening
the participatioon of young Spanish applicants in the
ERC Starting and Consolidator Grant calls.  
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ERC
Granted Status Invested	EExcelencia	calls EExcelencia applicants approved Funds	requested*

Europa	Excelencia	2013 end	2013 finished	 0,58M€	(8)

14 32M€
Europa	Excelencia	2014 end	2014 finished	 0,56M€	(7)
Europa	Excelencia	2015	&Cons end	2015	 ongoing	2016 1,95M€	(41)
Europa	Excelencia	2016 march	2016 ongoing 0,71M€	(10)
Europa	Excelencia	2017 2017 ongoing 0,75M€	(11)

Dinamization actions: Europa Excelencia
Plan Estatal de Investigación Científica y Técnica y de Innovación 
2013-2016

Programa Estatal de Fomento de la Investigación Científica y 
Técnica de Excelencia

Subprograma Estatal de Generación de 
Conocimiento

Acciones de dinamización. "Proyectos Europa 
Excelencia"
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Conclusions
n -The experiencie of SoE is very positive, increases the impact

and integration of the Spanish STI System in the ERA. HPYME 
and EEXCELENCIA represent clear success stories that
need longer term monitoring.

n -Further tools and instruments are needed and improving 
public investment impact and efficiency still requires the 
development of a framework and tools that facilitate 
collaboration and joint programming between the EU, State 
and the regions.

n -The debate is needed and is intimately linked to optimizing 
the use of available funds, including Structural and 
Finance Funds and to establish a common framework that 
eases the implementation of  SoE tools. 



Thanks!


