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Research ethics in Norway 
– some facts and figures







1990 – National committees on research ethics are established by the parliament; 

Medicine and health (NEM), Science and technology (NENT), and Social Sciences, 

Humanities, Law and Theology (NESH). The committees are part of the academic self 

regulation system and organised under the Norwegian Research Council as an 

independent unit.

2006 – Following a serious misconduct scandal, the Act on ethics and integrity in research 

is passed. It establishes the National Commission for the Investigation of Scientific 

Misconduct. The act states that the committees shall be autonomous in professional 

matters. 

2013 – The Norwegian National Research Ethics Committees are re-organised to become 

an independent administrative body directly under the Ministry of Education. 

2017 – The Act on research ethics is replaced by the Act on the organisation of research 

ethics. 



• Purpose: to ensure that research carried out by public and private entities
is conducted in accordance with recognised norms of research ethics.

• National Research Ethics committees: The ministry shall appoint 
committees that collectively covers all scientific areas.

• Independence: committees appointed shall be independent bodies as 
regards professional matters.

• Researchers’ duty of care: researchers shall act with due care to ensure
that all research is carried out in accordance with recognized norms of
research ethics.

• Requirements of research institutions - the institution is responsible for:
o necessary training of candidates and employees in recognised norms of research ethics
o ensuring that everyone who conducts or participates in research is familiar with recognised norms 

of research ethics.
o handling cases concerning potential breaches and must have a committee on research ethics and 

integrity

The Act on the organisation of research ethics - in brief
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Our web-resources



Our magazine: 
Forskningsetikk (Research Ethics)



Publications



RINO-project



Guidelines for research ethics 





NESHs Guidelines for research ethics 
in the social sciences, humanities, law and theology



NESHs Guidelines for research ethics 
in the social sciences, humanities, law and theology



Public statements



The European Code of Conduct 
for Research Integrity



Possibilities

• International collaboration > National

• Inter-disciplinary > Field-specific

• Ethics and integrity in funding -> H2020



Challenges

• Trust Governance OR Autonomy

• Integrity Ethics OR Misconduct

• Norms Science OR Research




