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Date & Time: Thursday 5 March 2026 (8:00-19:00 CET)
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Venue: Charlemagne Building (170, rue de la Loi/Wetstraat), Brussels (GASP, JENS,
MANS)

Moderator: Paul Rose

8:00-9:00 Registration and welcome coffee

9:00- 9:55 Welcome & Opening remarks

Costas Kadis, European Commissioner for Fisheries and Oceans
Paulo do Nascimento Cabral, Member of the European Parliament,
Seas, Rivers, Islands and Coastal Areas Intergroup

Marc Lemaitre, Director General, DG RTD, European Commission
Pascal Lamy, Mission Board Chair

9:55-10:30 Key achievements of the Mission’s first phase

Kestutis Sadauskas, Mission Manager, Deputy Director General, DG
MARE, European Commission
Lotte Worsge Clausen, Head of Unit, European Environment Agency

Success stories across the Mission — from pilots to replicable
solutions (pitch)

Sara Pittonet Gaiarin, Verifish Project

Davide Poletto, SeaClear 2.0 Project

Fabrice Messal, EU Digital Twin Ocean

Anastasios Baltadakis, Charter Action Lamar Blutopia
Ekaterina Batcharova, DaWetRest Project

10:30-11:00 Coffee break

11:00 — 11:50 Mission Ocean and Waters frameworks supporting deployment
and scaling up solutions

Panellists:


https://www.paulrose.org/

Q&A

Ida Beathe @verjordet, CLIMAREST Project, Senior Research
Scientist, Sintef Ocean

Florinel Moldoveanu, Innovation Manager, Complex Delta SRL
Jaap Gebrard, Secretary General, Waterborne Technology
Platform

Maria Loloni, CO-WATERS Technical Lead, Climate KIC
Gerardo Gonzalez, Head of Department of Works and

Blue Economy, Vigo Port Authority

Mateo Ivanac, Blue Champion, CEO, Innovamare

11:50 — 12:45 Boosters for funding the Mission’s deployment

Panellists:

Q&A

Antonella Calvia-Go6tz, Principal advisor on Innovation,
European Investment Bank

Benjamin Lopez, CEO, Water4All Partnership

Darko Manakovski, Mission Board, Philanthropic funders
Francesco Picciotto, Head of Unit Department of Environment
and Territory, Sicily Region

Eric-Olivier Pallu, Senior Policy Adviser, European Innovation
Council and SMEs Executive Agency

12:45 - 14:15 Lunch break & group photograph

14:15 -15:15 Governance: From national and local hubs to sea-basins
coordination

Panellists:

Valerie De Liedekerke, BlueMissionAA, Atlantic International
Research Centre

Fedra Francocci, BlueMissionMED, National Research Council
of ltaly

Angela Schultz-Zehden, BlueMissionBANOS, SUBMARINER
Network

Verena Hohn, EcoDalLi, Steinbeis Europa Zentrum

Peter Gronwoldt, Senior Consultant, German Federal Ministry
of Research, Technology and Space

Marta Pascual, Spanish National Hub Representative of the
WestMED Initiative & Atlantic Action Plan Sea Basin strategies

15:15—-15:45 Coffee break

15:45 - 16:45 Looking ahead: Aligning with EU priorities

Panellists:

James Morrison, Mission Deputy Manager, Director for Healthy



Planet, DG RTD, European Commission

o Matt Bjerregaard Walsh, Mission Board member

o Cecilie Petersen, Southern University of Denmark

e Fiona Grant, International Programmes & Chair European
Marine Board, Marine Institute

e Arthur Deviaene, Coordinator Early Career Ocean Professional-
Belgian Node

Q&A

16:45-17:.00 Closing
Kestutis Sadauskas, Mission Manager, Deputy Director General, DG
MARE, European Commission
James Morrison, Mission Deputy Manager, Director for Healthy Planet,
DG RTD, European Commission

17:00 — 19:00 Networking cocktail

An exhibition of Mission-funded projects will take place during the whole day,
including coffee breaks and networking event



