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• Co-Design a Simple Social Ecological System

• Multi-Actor approach, with Stakeholders at the 
heart of the work. 

• Test and demonstrate a Simple SES in three 
Demonstration Areas through EBM process

• Develop targeted solutions to management 
problems within Demonstration Areas

• The development of an adaptable, flexible and 
scalable Decision Support System

Overarching Aim:
"To conserve and protect biodiversity by 

integrating Sustainable Ecosystems and a 
Resilient Blue Economy"
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Regional Implementation
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11 Countries
22 Partners

1. UCC (Coo) (ie) 12. UNAK (is)
2. Lifewatch ERIC (es) 13. KU (lt)
3. ARDITI (pt) 14. ULPGC (es)
4. DTU (de) 15. WR (nl)
5. Blue Resource (fo) 16. AAU (de)
6. ECOLOGIC (de) 17. UAc (pt)
7. RIFS (de) 18. NIOZ (nl)
8. MFRI (is) 19. WWF Denmark
9. AZTI (es) 20. CEFAS (uk)
10. HuFoSS (nl) 21. IECS (uk)
11. UNIPI (it) 22. UoP (uk)

Tuscany: Seagrass conservation 
and protection in the context of 

human disturbance and pollution 
and MPAs.

Arctic: Climate change and 
fisheries across an economically 

and socially diverse fishing 
industry

Macaronesia: Biodiversity 
conservation and responsible 

use for maritime activities, 
including nature-based tourism 

and nautical recreation

Sept 2022-Aug 2026

Demonstration Areas



Key Results & Innovations

• Co-designed Simple SES with stakeholder input 
at its core

• Identify pathways to transformation in the DAs + 
preferred goals and management objectives

• Financial, economic, social, behavioral and 
governance barriers and enablers to achieving 
these options

• Economic Impact Assessments e.g. restoration 
of P. oceanica in Tuscan archipelago

• Conflicts and trade-offs emerging from future 
scenarios

• Decision Support System – at advanced stage of 
development – USER FOCUS
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Challenges to Upscaling

• Producing guidelines for upscaling is a key task 
in our final year + Case Illustrations

• Moving from relatively simple systems (where few 
activities dominate) to more complex systems

• Focus of Upscaling:
• Simplify the analysis of human activities and marine 

ecosystem networks
• Provide clear visualisations of the ecological and 

social interactions in the marine environment
• Enable the uptake of Ecosystem-Based Management 

(EBM) across and beyond European Seas

Supporting Image

▶ Martinique

▶ South Africa

▶ Atlantic ABNJ 

▶ Wadden Sea

Map of Southern North Sea and Wadden Sea coastline with demarkations of the Wadden Sea Area and Conservation Area.

HORIZON-CL6-2021-BIODIV-01-10

TWO POLICY BRIEFS ALREADY PRODUCED
Marine SABRES WebTV – can be found on 
www.marinesabres.eu

https://qsr.waddensea-worldheritage.org/sites/default/files/styles/lightbox/public/qsr_introduction_figure2.png?itok=mj2V4snO


Thank you!
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www.marinesabres.eu
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