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Blue Connect is a Mission Ocean project for Empowering Communities, Safeguarding Seas and 
Leading Marine Conservation into the Future. 

A collaborative approach to protecting and restoring 
marine habitats and enhancing connectivity

blueconnect-project.eu
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A systematic approach to effective 
marine conservation

42 months | September 2024- March 2028

HORIZON-MISS-2023OCEAN-01

Bridging gaps in marine 
conservation planning 
and management

Hybrid interdisciplinary 
modelling framework and 
pressures management 

Working with site-specific 
and regional stakeholders

Working in Demo sites in 
different sea-basins

Connecting with other 
projects and initiatives

Exploitation and upscale
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Regional Implementation of 
Activities



▪ Integrated Framework for 

science-based conservation 

objectives 

▪ Mainstreaming connectivity 

analysis and identification of 

ecological corridors 

▪ Enabling Co-Defining and 

implementation of 

Conservation Measures

▪ Monitoring of MPA 

conservation outcomes 

▪ Stakeholder and citizen 

cooperation and multi-actor 

co-creation 

▪ Validating the Blueprint: 

Roadshow for Transferability, 

Impact and Upscaling

Status



Status
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Expected 
outcomes

▪ Scalable and transferable outputs to be deployed across Europe

▪ Feeding into compatible EU data and knowledge platforms

➢Contribution to:

▪ Advance understanding of the impacts of global changes on 

biodiversity

▪ Development of new approaches to marine conservation and 

management that incorporate the needs and perspectives of local 

communities

▪ Improvement of the effectiveness of MPAs

▪ Development of tools and techniques for the effective monitoring 

and assessment of marine and coastal biodiversity

▪ Reinforced EU leadership in international efforts to protect and 

restore biodiversity



Cooperation 
and 
influence

▪ Link with the Baltic Sea - Cooperation with Protect 

Baltic

▪ Bringing in regional policy actors and MPA 

communities

▪ Making sure that Demo sites cooperate beyond the 

regional scale

▪ Strengthen project clustering and ensure synergies: 

Mission Lighthouses and Mission Arenas

▪ Strategic communication and dissemination



Highlights

JUST AND EFFECTIVE MPA GOVERNANCE IN CO-MANAGEMENT

MPA EXPANSION / STRICT 
PROTECTION / 
RESTORATION

MAINSTREAMING 
CONNECTIVITY AND BLUE 

CORRIDORS

STAKEHOLDER 
EMPOWERMNET AND 

CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT

CONSERVATION 
EFFECTIVNESS AND 

MONITORING



Dissemination and Legacy

BLUE CONNECT is one of the founding projects of the MPA Community Network, an umbrella 

initiative launched by the Blue4All project developed to centralise and connect MPA-related projects 

across Europe.

This initiative seeks to reduce fragmentation, improve coordination, and enhance networking for more 

effective marine conservation by fostering collaboration among MPA managers, stakeholders, and 

conservation experts.

https://www.blue4all.eu/
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Follow us on social media and 
check out our website to stay 
tuned!
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