Achieving Mission Ocean and Waters Protection Targets: Showcasing
the EU Blue Parks Projects

The EU Blue Parks Community under the EU Mission "Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030"
brings together EU Member States national and regional authorities, European marine networks,
stakeholders, and research and innovation projects to collaborate on marine protection and
restoration in EU sea-basins. The Community aims to help identify and address challenges, share
tools, solutions and good practices for marine protected areas (MPAs), contributing to the
protection of 30% and strict protection of 10% of EU sea areas by 2030.

This online event is the 5th workshop in the series of EU Blue Parks Community workshops. More
than 115 organisations active on marine protection are already members in this growing
Community established under Mission Ocean and Waters. This workshop will explore and discuss
key outcomes and expected impact on marine protection targets from EU projects funded under
the Mission/Horizon Europe.

Why attend?

e Learn from EU funded projects on good practices, impact and implemented solutions on
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)/ EU Blue Parks to reach the targets of the Mission Ocean
and Waters for the protection and restoration of EU sea areas by 2030.

o Exchange on opportunities to enhance synergies among projects to increase replication
and upscaling of EU MPAs designation, management and/or monitoring.



19 November 2025, 10:00 — 13:00 CET
(online via MS Teams)

10:00 Welcome & introduction to event

- Opening remarks

Wiebke Pankauke, Deputy Head of Unit, European Commission RTD B4
- Workshop aims and agenda

Moderator Steven Degraer, Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences
- Marine protection and Mission Ocean & Waters

Nicola Balbarini, European Environment Agency (EEA)

10:20 Showcasing EU Blue Parks Projects

- BLUE4ALL: Blueprint demonstration for co-created effective, efficient and resilient
networks of MPAs
Rita Trabulo, Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences

- EFFECTIVE: Enhancing social well-being and economic prosperity by reinforcing the
eFFECTIVEness of protection and restoration management in Mediterranean MPAs
Natalia Preciado, CTN-Marine Technology Centre

-  BLUECONNECT: Strict protection, restoration and co-management of Marine Protected
Areas
Ivana Stojanovic, Submariner Network

- PROTECTBALTIC: Enabling comprehensive effective and efficient protection and
restoration measures for a resilient Baltic Sea ecosystem
Jannica Haldin, HELCOM

- OCEAN CITIZEN: Marine forest coastal restoration: an underwater gardening socio-
ecological plan
Sergio Rossi, Universita del Salento

- Marine protection and public infrastructure of the European Digital Twin Ocean
Marina Tonani, Ocean Mercator

- SEAMPHONI: Strengthening Ecosystem-based Assessment and Monitoring for Protected
Habitats in Offshore areas and Newly Identified MPAs
Mariana Mata Lara, Submariner Network

- MPA Europe: The optimal marine protected area network for European seas
Mark Costello, Nord University

- Marine SABRES: Marine systems approaches for sustainable management
Emma Verling, University College Cork

Q&A (15 min)

11:45 Project contributions and synergies: showcasing tools, contributions, results and
policy impact to advance marine protection and restoration



Questions for discussion:

1.

12:30

12:50

12:55

13:00

What are the most important challenges, successes and lessons learned from your project
in terms of ensuring impact towards achievement of the Mission Ocean and Waters
targets?

How do you see the role of emerging ocean-related technologies (such as Al, remote
sensing, DTOs, citizen science platforms) to improve marine conservation and restoration
and enforcement of protected areas?

What are the biggest barriers to achieve the EU’s goal of 30% of protection by 2030 and
10% for strict protection?

Closing reflection round

Update on EU Blue Parks community and 2026 outlook
Maija Viska, Latvian Institute of Aquatic Ecology / MIP Ocean

Closing remarks
Andreea Strachinescu, Head of Unit, European Commission MARE A.1

End of workshop



