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Dr Donal Griffin / Fair Seas Campaign Coordinator / @FairSeasIreland / www.fairseas.ie

Supporting the Government of Ireland to designate 
& implement new Marine Protected Areas

Building a Movement of Ocean Stewardship



We are a coalition of Ireland’s
leading environmental non-
governmental organisations
and networks.

Our ambition is to see Ireland
become a leader in marine
protection, giving our
species, habitats and coastal
communities the opportunity
to thrive.



• Ireland’s marine area is enormous – its stewardship by successive Governments has failed to deliver its full ecological, 
economic or social potential

• Quantity and quality of Ireland’s current MPA network is poor – transformational change needed

• Irish Government is drafting new MPA legislation as we speak –exciting moment for Irish marine conservation

Q. Is Ireland on its way to 30x30? (‘Yes, but…’)
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• Ireland’s maritime 
area is seven times 
the size of its land 
mass

• Over 488,000km2

• Includes, territorial 
waters, EEZ and parts 
of the continental 
shelf

Ireland has a duty and 
responsibility to look 
after this vast marine 

area



• Consists primarily of Natura 2000 
sites (SACs and SPAs).

• 9% of Irish waters designated due 
to considerable new designations 
in past two years.

• Site-Specific Conservation 
Objectives, Management Plans, 
and conservation measures often 
lacking.

• Associated court cases and EU 
Commission warnings.

Paradigm shift is needed in how we 
designate and implement MPAs in 

Ireland

Quantity and Quality of Ireland’s MPAs

2019
2.3% of Ireland’s waters a MPA

2024
>9% of Ireland’s water a MPA



“We will develop comprehensive legislation for the
identification, designation, and management of
Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)”

Ireland’s Programme for Government, 2020

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

Can Ireland’s new MPA legislation be the paradigm shift needed to properly protect nature at sea? 

How will Ireland fulfil its 30x30 MPA commitments? 



2020 - Independent MPA Advisory Group published a report ‘Expanding

Ireland’s Marine Protected Area Network’

2021 – Public consultation on the report

2022 – Summary of responses published + General Scheme for proposed
MPA bill published

2023 – General Scheme 
underwent pre-legislative scrutiny 
in the HLGH Joint Oireachtas 
Committee.

2023 – Pre-Legislative Scrutiny 
report and recommendations 
published by HLGH JOC.

2024 – MPA bill introduced into 

Dáil Éireann + signed into law…(?)

2024/25 onwards – MPA Act 
implementation….(?)

Timeline for Ireland’s new MPA legislation







©
D

A
V

ID
C

R
E

E
D

O
N



Is Ireland on its way to 30% 
MPAs by 2030? 

Yes…

Ireland has never been in a better position 
to achieve its 30x30 commitments:

• Willing Government and pro-active 
Ministers

• Huge public support
• New legislation forthcoming
• Opportunity to learn lessons from other 

countries

Is Ireland on its way to effectively 
protecting 30% of its seas for nature? 

We don’t know yet…

Despite positive momentum:

• Content and timeframes of new legislation 
unknown

• Implementation of new Act takes time
• Starting from a low base 
• Increasing demand for sea space
• General  Election looming…

And yet…But…
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It is still true to say Ireland has 
never been in a better position to 
live up to the letter and spirit of it 
30x30 commitments to protect 
nature at sea
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Go raibh maith agaibh!


