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MPAS with a national statute

Marine Natura 2000 sites

Pelagos Sanctuary for Marine Mammals www.mapamed.org

The network of
marine protected areas
in the Mediterranean 
(2020)



The Mediterranean 
MPA system (2020)

1,087 MPAs 
covering 209,387 km²

All MPAs: 8.33 %

Fully and strongly protected 
areas: 0.04%
(no-go, no-take, no-fishing zones)

• Largely coastal and 
European (97.33% in EU)

• Mostly cover shallow 
waters

• 18% with a management 
plan implemented

3



Support Mediterranean 
vision and targets 
implementation
Post-2020 Mediterranean MPA Roadmap

Forum edition every 4 years
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Mediterranean MPA 

Forum/Roadmap Process: 

a highly participatory one

MPA management bodies / national / 

local public authorities

Universities / research institute

NGOs

International / Regional

Intergovernmental institutions

Networks (fishers, cities…)

Economic sector

Law/Enforcement authorities



Mediterranean MPA Forum/Roadmap Process: 
a highly participatory one

124 pages of comments received



MAIN FIGURES ABOUT THE FORUM

● 42 Sessions

● 234 participants in person from 27 countries 

● 575 people registered online from 36 countries 



Boost the implementation of 

MPA policy commitments

Buy-in of all stakeholders to be 

involved in the implementation

Focus on Priority Actions and 

Partnerships

The overarching objective 

of the MPA Roadmap is to 

reinforce and support the 

implementation of the 

Global Biodiversity 

Framework in the 

Mediterranean region; in 

particular Target 3 calling 

for Parties of the 

convention to take action to 

protect 30% of the planet.



32 Recommendations





https://www.medmpaforum.org/



https://www.medmpaforum.org/





https://www.medmpaforum.org/commitments/



The Mediterranean network of 
Marine Protected Area Managers

Boosting cooperation to lastingly protect the sea
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