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PROJECT STUDY AREA & MAIN GOAL

MPA EUROPE IS MAPPING 

THE OPTIMAL LOCATIONS FOR 

MARINE PROTECTED AREAS 

IN EUROPEAN SEAS TO 

SUPPORT SCIENCE-BASED 

MARINE SPATIAL PLANNING



PROJECT COMPONENTS



SYSTEMATIC CONSERVATION PLANNING

Hypothetical example
of prioritised areas 

(darker red = higher priority)

Standardised and 

complete data layers

SCP 

approach



AT NATIONAL AND REGIONAL SCALE

REGIONS
COUNTRY
(EEZ)

COUNTRY
(12NM)

Protection targets should be achieved in each EU (marine) biogeographical region 
(Baltic, Atlantic, Macaronesian, Mediterranean, Black Sea).

All Member States expected to contribute towards the targets,
proportionate to the natural values they host and the potential they 
have for restoration.



STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

Open engagement 
approach

>165 Stakeholders

No Pilots or Test 
Sites

Co-design case 
studies (UN Ocean 
Decade)



KEY MESSAGES  

MPAs boost blue 
economies



KEY MESSAGES  

Most marine 
species have 
large ranges 

and will remain 
within the bulk 

of their range as 
climate 
changes



KEY MESSAGES

The first classification of European marine ecosystems, of surface waters 
(left), near seabed (right) and depth-integrated (from 0 to 2.500 m incl. seafloor, 
data not shown) estimated by k-means clustering analysis of environmental data

Biodiversity is 
not evenly 
distributed

We need 
coherent 
networks of 
MPAs



KEY MESSAGES  

“Protected and Conserved 
Areas are the most 

effective tool to address 
both biodiversity loss and 

climate change within a 
timeframe that reflects the 

required urgency.”



STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK

We think your support is most 
valuable at regional level, for 

example in helping Bulgaria and 
Romania reach a common 

approach on the identification and 
designations of their Protected 

Areas and, within those, the 10% 
strictly protected cores. 

Good spatial maps and 
species distribution 
models can support 

stakeholder consultations, 
when justifying new MPA 
boundaries, and support 
countries to update their 

marine spatial plans. 

MPA Europe can stimulate a 
discussion among different 
stakeholder groups about 
the relative efficiencies of 
planning climate resilient 

networks of MPAs at 
European scale, regional 

sea scale or national scales. 



OUR OBSERVATIONS

Strength in numbers –
synergistic systems change

Ocean Coalition for Energy and 
Nature members call for 

increased regional cooperation



GET INVOLVED!

EXPLORE OUR SPECIES DISTRIBUTION MODELS APP

10,000 species 
distribution 

models for all five 
IPCC climate 

change scenarios 
to 2050 and 2100 

https://shiny.obis.org/distmaps/ https://iobis.github.io/mpaeu_docs/

https://shiny.obis.org/distmaps/
https://iobis.github.io/mpaeu_docs/


GET INVOLVED!

JOIN OUR HYBRID STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOPS IN 2025

NORTH SEA/ATLANTIC SYMPOSIUM & 
WORKSHOP  

18th February 2025, Copenhagen

MEDITERRANEAN WORKSHOP  
Details TBC



GET INVOLVED!

ATTEND OUR CONFERENCE IN 2025

WE ARE WAITING FOR YOU IN BODØ!



GET INVOLVED!

CO-DESIGN A CASE STUDY WITH US 

?

MPA network 
adequacy

Blue carbon 
habitats in MPA 

network



IDEAS FOR BLUE PARKS COMMUNITY

Facilitate regional MPA network 
discussions 
✓ co-design
✓ co-governance and 
✓ co-management

Facilitate discussion and 
convergence on strict protection 
criteria



THANK YOU!

BELINDA BRAMLEY 
belindabramley@gmail.com

https://mpa-europe.eu/

@mpaeuropeproject

mpa-europe-project

@Europe_MPA

mailto:belindabramley@gmail.com
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