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SYSTEMATIC CONSERVATION PLANNING

Standardised and Hypothetical example
complete data layers of prioritised areas

(darker red = higher priority)
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AT NATIONAL AND REGIONAL SCALE
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#EUmissions
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#MissionOcean
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KEY MESSAGES

MPAs boost blue
economies

#EUmissions
#horizonEU
#MissionOcean
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Economic benefits of .},
MPAs for finfish, }\ 1
crustacean, and o~
. K
mollusc fisheries 3
¥

Countries where benefits
have been reported

13 studies found increased body size up to 34% -

- W
6 studies found increased catch and body size

4
- - -
0 studies reported decreased catch %

8 studies reported spillover of larvae and adults
- -
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o) Costello MJ. 2024. Evidence of economic benefits of Marine Protected Areas. Scientia Marina.




KEY MESSAGES
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MAPS AND MODELS OF SPECIES ENVIRONMENTAL NICHES MARINE
AND GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTIONS IN EUROPE Aiens

EUROPE
To establish Marine Protected Areas one needs to understand how species are distributed.

MPA Europe has developed a framework to provide distribution models for current and future states of hiodiversity.
The framework can be applied to large geographic areas and will help mapping over 15,000 marine species.

SPARSE ENVIRONMENTAL ERAMEWORK SPECIES DISTRIBUTION MODELS
AND SPECIES DATA FOR CURRENT AND FUTURE CLIMATE
Current Future
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Pipeline tested with Framework automated
606 species, for running models under
sourcing data from the Point Process The sea urchin Paracentrotus
major databases Mﬂde"ing appl’oach lividus is mapped ROR: Relative occurrence rate
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Most marine
species have
large ranges
and will remain
within the bulk
of their range as
climate
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KEY MESSAGES

Biodiversity is
not evenly
distributed

. Cluster 1
. Cluster 2
Cluster 3
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KEY MESSAGES

“Protected and Conserved
Areas are the most
effective tool to address
both biodiversity loss and
climate change within a
timeframe that reflects the
required urgency.”
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Climate Change and Protected
Areas




STAKEHOLDER FEEDBACK
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Good spatial maps and
species distribution
models can support

stakeholder consultations,
when justifying new MPA
boundaries, and support
countries to update their
marine spatial plans.

We think your support is most
valuable at regional level, for
example in helping Bulgaria and
Romania reach a common
approach on the identification and
designations of their Protected
Areas and, within those, the 10%
strictly protected cores.

MPA Europe can stimulate a
discussion among different
stakeholder groups about

\’\,r_,; the relative efficiencies of
’ planning climate resilient

P e networks of MPAs at
‘ g European scale, regional
sea scale or national scales.
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OUR OBSERVATIONS

Strength in numbers - Ocean Coalition for Energy and
synergistic systems change Nature members call for
increased regional cooperation
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GET INVOLVED!
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EXPLORE OUR SPECIES DISTRIBUTION MODELS APP
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https://shiny.obis.org/distmaps/
https://iobis.github.io/mpaeu_docs/

GET INVOLVED!
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JOIN OUR HYBRID STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOPS IN 2025

MEDITERRANEAN WORKSHOP
Details TBC
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18" February 2025, Copenhagen
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GET INVOLVED!

ATTEND OUR CONFERENCE IN 2025

TR

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Marine ——*=="" =
Ay Call for
Protected Areas ais sl

© Marine Spl ’ is now
Planning Y@l open

9-12 July 2025
Bode, Norway




GET INVOLVED!

CO-DESIGN A CASE STUDY WITH US
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IDEAS FOR BLUE PARKS COMMUNITY
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