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Source: Grorud-Colvert et al., Science, 2021 (DOI: 10.1126/science.abf0861).



• the Birds and Habitats Directives, 
the Marine Strategy Framework 
Directive

• EU Biodiversity strategy for 2030

• Global biodiversity framework 

• Nature restoration law proposal

• Marine action plan

• Climate policy and climate law

EU policy context



Biodiversity strategy for 2030

PROTECT NATURE 

• Legally protect at least 30% of the European 
Union’s sea area – coherent trans-
European nature network

• Strictly protect at least a third of the EU’s 
marine protected areas (10% of sea area)

• Effectively manage all protected areas, 
defining clear conservation objectives and 
measures, and monitoring them appropriately.

• Fisheries management measures must be 
established in all MPAs according to clearly 
defined conservation objectives and on the 
basis of the best available scientific advice.

RESTORE NATURE 

• Nature Restoration Law with legally binding 
restoration targets, including for the marine 
environment.

• Achieving good environmental status of 
marine ecosystems, including through strictly 
protected areas, must involve the restoration 
of carbon-rich ecosystems as well as 
important fish spawning and nursery areas.

• Reduce bycatch of sensitive species and the 
impact of bottom fishing on the seabed.



A larger and coherent EU network of protected areas

• Legal protection for at least

• Integrate ecological corridors

• All protected areas have clearly defined conservation objectives and 
measures and are effectively managed and appropriately monitored

Strict protection for at least
10% of EU land area
10% of EU sea area

30% of EU land area
30% of EU sea area



EU marine protected areas today

• EU MPA network currently covers 12% of 
EU seas (Natura 2000 >9%)

• Less than 1% is strictly protected

• Most MPAs are not effectively managed

More information: https://biodiversity.europa.eu/protected-areas and https://biodiversity.europa.eu/countries

Source: European Environment Agency

https://biodiversity.europa.eu/protected-areas
https://biodiversity.europa.eu/countries


• The Natura 2000 biogeographical process expanded 
to include the pledge and review process for 
Biodiversity strategy targets

• So far 5 Member States submitted pledges for 
marine protected areas: Spain, France, Germany, 
Denmark, Sweden

• Marine biogeographical seminars: 

• Atlantic and Macaronesia, October 2023, Ireland

• Baltic, November 2023, Latvia

• Mediterranean and Black Sea, March 2024, France

Working together to achieve 
the targets

More information: https://biogeoprocess.net/marine/

https://biogeoprocess.net/marine/


• Natura 2000 - the largest coordinated network 
of protected areas in the world

• Covers 9% of EU seas: main driver of MPA 
designation (75% of all EU MPAs)

• Strong legal obligations for designation and 
management of sites

• Nature dialogues with authorities and 
stakeholders, guidance

• EU co-financing

• Enforcement 

Supporting effective
management of Natura 2000



• Proposal developed in 2021-22

• Uses effort-based and outcome-based criteria and indicators

• Tested on 75 Natura 2000 sites and other MPAs – development continues

EU methodology to assess MPA management 
effectiveness



A key initiative of the European Green Deal and the 
Biodiversity Strategy for 2030: 

• Protection needs to be strengthened but is not enough

• Need for large scale restoration effort

• Complement and build on existing policy framework 
(BHD, MSFD, WFD)

• Focus on the synergies between climate and nature 
policy

• Key global target of the GBF

Nature restoration law



Regulation on nature restoration

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/nature-restoration-law_en

By 2030 restoration measures 
cover 20% of EU’s land and sea

By 2050 – all ecosystems in need of 
restoration

Co-legislators reached 
provisional agreement on NRL
European Parliament adopted 
the text in February

https://environment.ec.europa.eu/publications/nature-restoration-law_en


Marine 
Habitats
(beyond HD)

Forest
ecosystems

Agro-
ecosystems

River 
connectivity

PollinatorsProtected 
Habitat Types 
(Annex I HD)

Urban 
ecosystems

Specific restoration targets

Habitats of 
protected 
species (BHD) 



1. Seagrass beds

2. Macroalgal forests

3. Shellfish beds

4. Maerl beds

5. Sponge, coral and 
coralligenous beds

6. Vents and seeps

7. Soft sediments (above 1000 
meters of depth) 

Marine habitat types (Annex II NRL)

Source: MERCES project (Horizon 2020) – Deliverable 1.1.: State of the 
knowledge on European marine habitat mapping and degraded habitats



Mapping marine biodiversity and its condition

Marine restoration is currently limited to 
certain ecosystems and areas, focusing 
mainly on active restoration 

Key challenges

Our knowledge is still very limited.
Source: https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2023.1176655

https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2023.1176655


• Areas under restoration don’t have to be protected areas, however…

• Effectively managed protected areas can create the conditions for restoration 
efforts to be successful and to ensure no deterioration.

• Strictly protected areas have a key role in marine restoration.

Role of MPAs in restoration

Source: DEFRA (2020) Benyon Review Into Highly Protected Marine Areas, Final report.



Source: Grorud-Colvert et al., Science, 2021 (DOI: 10.1126/science.abf0861).

We are not interested in “paper parks”. 
Only effectively managed MPAs protect biodiversity and deliver substantial socio-economic benefits.
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